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PARAMOUNT THEATRE LEADS 2015-16 JEFF AWARDS  
RACE WITH 14 NOMINATIONS  

 
AURORA, August 30, 2016 – Oh what a beautiful day it is at the Paramount Theatre in 
downtown Aurora!  
 
Chicago’s Joseph Jefferson Committee just announced the 2015-16 Equity Jeff Award 
nominees, and the Paramount is thrilled to share that its Broadway musical series 
productions earned 14 nominations - more than any other Chicago theater - for 
outstanding performance, direction and/or design in Chicago theatre last season.  
 
Additionally, all four of its 2015-16 Broadway Series productions – OKLAHOMA!, A 
Christmas Story – The Musical, Hairspray – The Broadway Musical and West 
Side Story – were nominated.  Here's the full list: 
 
Seven nominations for West Side Story 

 

Production – Musical – Large 
Director - Musical – Jim Corti  
Actress in a Supporting Role – Musical – Mary Antonini (Anita) 
Choreography – William Carlos Angulo 
Music Direction – Tom Vendafreddo 
Scenic Design – Kevin Depinet 
Lighting Design – Jesse Klug 

 
Four nominations for OKLAHOMA! 
 

Production – Musical - Large 
Actor in a Principal Role – Colte Julian (Curly) 
Choreography – Katie Spelman 
Music Direction – Tom Vendafreddo 

- more - 
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Two nominations for Hairspray – The Broadway Musical 

 

Actress in a Supporting Role – Musical – E. Faye Butler (Motormouth Maybelle) 
Costume Design – Large - Theresa Ham 

 
One nomination for A Christmas Story – The Musical 
 

Music Direction – Tom Vendafreddo 
 
"We couldn’t be more thrilled for this much-appreciated recognition from the Jeff 
Committee for Paramount’s Broadway team and every theater artist who worked on last 
season’s productions," said Paramount President and CEO Tim Rater. "We weren’t joking 
when we launched the Broadway series five years ago with a goal of producing the very 
best musicals in the entire Chicago area. Judging from the Jeff Committee’s response to 
our work for two consecutive seasons, I’m happy to say we are attaining that goal.” 
  
"I'm very grateful to the hard working Jeff Committee, Chicago theater lovers all! As 
always, I'm also very happy for the creative and technical teams, on stage and behind 
the scenes, for this recognition," said Artistic Director Jim Corti.  
 
Last season, Corti won the Jeff Award for Best Director/Musical (Large) for his 2015 
staging of Les 	
  Misérables, which also won Best Musical – two of five top Jeff Awards 
from an unprecedented 16 nominations in 2014-15, the Paramount’s first year of 
eligibility.  
 
Mark your calendars: the 2015-16 Jeff Award winners will be announced October 17, 
2016. To see the full list of nominees, visit jeffawards.org. 
 
More about Paramount's 2016-17 Broadway Series 
 
Looking ahead to more award-winning, Broadway-caliber productions, Paramount’s 
2016-17 season includes Mamma Mia! (Sept. 7-Oct. 30, 2016), Disney’s The Little 
Mermaid  (Nov. 23, 2016-Jan. 8, 2017), Sweeney Todd-The Demon Barber of 
Fleet Street (Feb. 8-Mar. 19, 2017) and Jesus Christ Superstar (Apr. 19-May 28, 
2017).  

 
- more - 
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Paramount anticipates more than 30,000 subscribers will take advantage of Paramount’s 
now-familiar Buy Two, Get Two offer, or four musicals for no more than $29.50 per 
show. 
 
The rewards are ample - four amazing, Broadway-quality, award-winning classic 
American musicals at one of the most majestic theaters in the Midwest, all for the price 
of one show downtown.  
 
To purchase subscriptions or single tickets, visit ParamountAurora.com, call  
(630) 896-6666 or visit the Paramount Theatre box office, 23 E. Galena Blvd. in the 
heart of downtown Aurora. 
 
Paramount's 2016-17 Broadway Series is sponsored by BMO Harris Bank, The 
Dunham Fund, Rush-Copley Medical Center, Gerald Kia and ComEd. 
 
About The Paramount Theatre  
 
The Paramount Theatre (ParamountAurora.com) is the center for performing arts, 
entertainment and arts education in Aurora, the second largest city in Illinois. Named 
"One of Chicago's Top 10 Attended Theatres" by the League of Chicago Theatres, the 
1,888-seat Paramount, located in downtown Aurora at 23 E. Galena Blvd., is nationally 
renowned for the quality and caliber of its presentations, superb acoustics and historic 
beauty.    
  
The Paramount self-produces its own Broadway Musical Series, presents an eclectic 
array of comedy, music, dance and family shows, and on most Mondays, screens a 
classic movie. 
  
The Paramount Theatre continues to expand its artistic and institutional boundaries 
under the guidance of Tim Rater, President and CEO, Aurora Civic Center Authority; Jim 
Corti, Artistic Director, Paramount Theatre; a dedicated Board of Trustees and a devoted 
staff of live theater and music professionals.  
 
For tickets and information, go to ParamountAurora.com or call  
(630) 896-6666. 
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